
 

Course: Sem. 1: Music History & Appreciation 
Sem. 2: Art History                                                    
Teacher: Cheryl Massey 

Tuition: $160 ( ½ due at registration, ½ due first day of classes in August)       
 Credit: 1 (Fine Art)   

No prerequisites 

Textbook  & Materials:  

 
 

Text:  Music: Its Language, History, and Culture (Author Douglas Cohen) 

https://academicworks.cuny.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=&httpsredir=1&article=
1002&context=bc_oers  (This text is an Open Educational Resource (free) for use as an 
ebook or to print as a pdf.) 
 
Text:  Short Lessons in Art History: Artists and Their Work (Phyllis Clausen Barker)  

https://www.christianbook.com/short-lessons-history-artists-their-work/phyllis-
barker/9780825142451/pd/742458?event=CFCER1 

 
Supplies: pencil, pen, paper, and access to a computer or tablet at home for use of the 
pdf as an ebook OR to link to listening homework. 

Av. homework per week: Students will be expected to work on their coursework and projects an estimated 3-4 
hours per week, as required to earn a full credit semester Fine Arts course. 

Student expectations: This course will be taught at a high school level and is appropriate for students who 
are not necessarily gifted in art or music, but desire exposure and knowledge leading 
to a Fine Arts credit, as required for graduation. There will be weekly reading, 
assignments, quizzes and tests complete the grade requirement. Students must be able 
to follow a syllabus, keep up with reading/listening, and communicate with the teacher 
if they have questions or need additional help with an assignment. In the classroom, we 
will review assignments together, discuss student work, and discuss related topics. 
Additionally, students are expected to be courteous, supportive of others, and 
respectful of all the participants. 

Course Description: Music: Its Language, History, and Culture: The text will explore the historic, social, and 
cultural contexts and the role of class, ethnicity, and gender in the creation and 
performance of music. 

Short Lessons in Art History: Artists and Their Work (Phyllis Clausen Barker) is a 
fantastic introduction to the artists who have shaped the artistic world from Giotto in 
1266 to Alexander Calder in 1976. Each artist's life is explored, along with their major 
works, public reaction, and impact upon the world and art after their deaths. 

The student should: 

• Develop a greater appreciation for the skill required to master the mediums 

• Understand the historical impact through the ages 

• Know the important musicians and artists and their impact 

• Recognize works that represent a variety of traditions through the ages 
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